Introduction
The ongoing and partly severe degradation of common pool resources (CPRs) in sub Saharan Africa is a threat for the sustainable development of local livelihood systems (Berhanu and Swinton, 2002) . Important elements of local livelihood systems are informal and formal institutions (table 1 and figure 1) that regulate access to-and control over-the CPRs. Especially, the informal institutions are often neglected, in spite of their prominent local role (Muchena and van der Bliek, 1997) . 
Aims of the research
To compare the effectiveness of informal and formal institutions for sustainable CPR management in sub Saharan Africa and, To investigate the social, political, and demographic conditions which influence the institutions' effectiveness. This poster is pat of an ongoing PhD research project on "Role of indigenous institutions in sustainable land management in Tigray, Ethiopia".
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